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Aims and purposes

This report details the activities and accounts in the
West Downland Benefice. The Parochial Church
Councils (PCC) of the six have the responsibility for, in
cooperation with the Incumbent, the whole mission of
the Church of England within each parish. This
includes our worship, pastoral care, evangelistic
activities, and social action. They also have
maintenance responsibilities for the fabric of the
churches and the grounds.

The purpose of this document is to celebrate all that
has been good in the benefice over the 12 months to
31st December 2025 and to consider the challenges
we face as parishes and wider benefice in preparation
for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting.

West Downland Benefice - A Joint
Council

We are pleased to report that huge
progress was made this year, with
the formation of the Joint
Benefice Council, approved by
the Bishop’s Council on the
2nd July 2026.

This has formally brought
together the 6 PCC’s of

the Benefice, in decision
making on mission, ministry,
services and funding

In practice this means that all
service planning is agreed in the
centre, where we can agree the most
appropriate place for the services; key
in the festival service planning, such as Holy
Week and Advent.

It also means that the Benefice as a whole now pays
the Parish Share centrally, meaning we have full sight
of payment, and as a group we are responsible; not
leaving a single parish to struggle. This leaves PCC'’s
to focus on fundraising for their building, covering utility
costs, maintenance and insurance. Plate Collections
and Regular giving now feed into the central Benefice
‘pot’ to cover Parish Share, cost of Mission and
Administration. Only the mechanism here has changed
as plate giving and regular giving in the past was going
on the Parish Share too on a church-by-church basis.

We are proud to have achieved this new way of
working, it was the end of long project with many
hurdles to tackle but has led to a stronger more United
Benefice, this is the beginning and we intend to follow
this to Benefice Summer Camps, stronger Youth
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Ministry, Church Improvements and Updates, as well
as maintenance savings with a central buying power.

A New Curate
We were delighted to welcome Reverend Matt Clark
with his wife Jenny into the Parish in July 2025. What a
time to join!

It is great to see how Matt has settled into the Parish
and we must thank Mike for his commitment to bring a
Curate on board and helping Matt to flourish in ministry.

Our Parish Share
The Benefice paid Its full allocation of £53,413. This is
vital, as it demonstrates to the Deanery that the
Benefice is viable, and any parishes that under pay are
a flag to the Deanery and Diocese.

It should be noted that West Downland Benefice is
fortunate to pay one of the lowest Shares

/\ across the Newbury Deanery, with 2026

llocati t £52,349. This i d
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would cost far more alone to pay
full-time incumbent, a curate,
housing for both, National
Insurance and pension,

plus the Diocese support
needed, along with ongoing
training costs. Each Church
has information on what the
Parish Share goes towards,
but full details can also be
found on the link below:
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https://oxford.anglican.org/support-services/finance/par
ish-share/

Benefice Life Events
Finally, | think it is worth noting that our Life Events
bookings continue to book year on year with a 20%
increase from 2024.

A key indicator on Parish worshipping growth is an
increase in Baptisms — 2025 saw a 45% increase on
2024. With the number of enquiries the office is
currently dealing with | expect this to grow further in
2026!

Being part of our parishioners key life events in an
important role the Benefice plays, supporting our
families through times or joy and sorrow, the Benefice
team as a whole takes pride in our commitment and
being there when needed.
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I think it is fair to summarise 2025 as a year of

progress, huge steps forward have been made thanks

to Reverend Mike, Matt, all the Churchwardens, PCC

and all the others that make the West Downland
Benefice.

Thank you

West Downland Benefice Office Team

Safeguarding

We are grateful to Gill Judge for serving as the
Safeguarding Officer for the West Downland Benefice.
In 2025 we were told that 4 people in our benefice had
been affected by the data breach with the DBS
Checking service provider that was used by countless
churches, schools, hospitals and other institutions.
Steps were taken to mitigate the risks and
reassurances were given in line with the advice from
the diocese. A new provider is now in place for future
DBS checks.
Incidents
There have been no incidents reported to the
Safeguarding officer.
Policies
The Benefice Safeguarding policy has been adopted
by all the Benefice PCCs.
Diocese Dashboard System
We will be moving to the dashboard that is available for
PCCs to monitor their safeguarding practices and
procedures, along with any risks or incidents
during 2026.

Brightwalton w/Catmore
Background

The PCC of Brightwalton with Catmore has
the responsibility for co-operating with the
incumbent in promoting in the ecclesiastical
parish the whole mission of the Church —
pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. 4
Membership gt
Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or
elected by the Annual Parochial Church s
Meeting (APCM) in accordance with the
Church Representation Rules. During the
year, the following served as members of the
PCC.
Incumbent: The Reverend Mike Giriffiths
Curate: The Reverend Matthew Clark

Churchwarden: Lady Matheson
Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer: Mr Stephen Codrington

Mr Nicholas Arkell
Mr James Gardiner
Mrs Alice Bailey

Elected Members:

Committees
From time to time
the PCC also |
operated through
committees which |
can meet |
between full
meetings of the |
PCC.

Standing
Committee
This is the only
committee
required by law.
It has the power
to transact the
business of the
PCC between its
meetings subject to any directions given by the
Council. Members: Incumbent and Churchwardens.
Finance Committee
This oversees the general financial work by monitoring
income and expenditure and planning for major
expenditure, as for the church renovations. Members:
Hon. Treasurer and the Churchwardens.
ASPIRE Committee
This plans and coordinates the re-organisation of the
Church. It includes designing and obtaining approval
for the new Church layout, raising the funds to
complete the works and managing
the completion of the works.
Events of the Year
In June Harriet Lowe married Anthony
Pollen and in September Elizabeth
Uttley married James McNab. There
1 were 3 baptisms: Ayla Porter, Leah
_ Porter and Hunter Sinclair. The
funeral of Catherine Kilvington took
place in February and the funeral of
Anthony Blackburn took place in
September. In March there were two
thanksgiving services: for Elizabeth
Horne and Amber Armytage.

The school held several services over
the year which were also attended by
parents. These included a leavers’ service, a harvest
festival and a carol service.

There was a Christingle service, pictures of which
appear below. There was a carol service with a large
and extremely good choir, expertly trained by Judith
Orpen. There was a service on Christmas Day.

Church Attendance
In December 2025 there were 27 parishioners on the
Church Electoral Roll.
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The highest attendance was for the two thanksgiving
services, both of which were attended by over 500
people with a marquee accommodating those who did
not fit into the church. 187 people attended the service
on Christmas Day, 152 people attended the carol
service and well over 100 people attended each of the
funerals. The school services also had over 100
people.

Fabric of the Church
¢ The churchyard
was
well-maintained
= throughout the
s year by Garry
Cooke and Stirling
Moss. This was
supplemented by
a working party in
October, pictures
. of which appear
2 below. Several

trees which had
been overhanging or threatening to fall on
neighbouring properties or tangled up in power lines
were removed.

There were no major issues with the fabric of the
church.  However, in July the church suffered from
vandalism with bits being broken off the reredos behind
the altar. The damage was thought to have been
caused by teenagers from the village, or someone
connected to those teenagers. The police were
informed and took minimal action. We still await DAC
approval for the repairs.

o 48

St Margaret of Antioch, Catmore
'!

Christmas starts for many with the candlelit service of
carols at Catmore, led this year by our curate Rev Matt
Clark. As always, [l

we welcomed = s
many from our
neighbouring
parishes. This
year we squeezed ¥
in a congregation
of 181, all in good
voice and with
lessons read by
several  younger
readers. The
Whitsunday  and
Harvest sung
evensong remain
popular with sung
responses and
collects led by the Rector accompanied by Judith
Orpen. Do join us for Whitsunday (24th May at 6pm)
this year, followed by a glass of Pimms in the
churchyard.

In total £1,054 was raised from collections for the
Churches Conservation Trust in whose care the church
rests. The church remains a regular destination for
visitors from near and far with 139 recorded in the
visitors’ book. Comments left reflect on a place “where
prayer has been valid”.

Following an infestation of rabbits, the Hendred Estate
have re-fenced the churchyard. Work is ongoing to
repair some of the damage done and fence in some
remaining gaps. My thanks to Monty and Helen
Christy who have done much to cut back overgrown
trees and fill holes. (JG)

Finance
Planned giving from parishioners, open plate
collections and fees from special services all increased
on last year. The expenditure was greater than last
year, largely due to the costs of removing the trees in
the churchyard. There was a surplus of £28,400.
£30,092 was transferred from the general fund to the
restoration appeal fund, for Aspire 3 which will
commence next year.
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Reserve Policy

The policy of the PCC regarding reserve funds is that
they will be used to pay for expenses as necessary. It
4 a is  expected

that a
significant
" amount of

¢ money will be

1 required to
" | modernise
el Spray  View
Cottage as
and when the
current
tenancy ends. Any funds not used for expenses are to
be put aside and used for charitable purposes,
especially local community aid, where possible.

Thanks

Very many thanks are due to Russell Exley for looking
after the fabric of the church and the churchyard at All
Saints.

We also thank Sue Ridgeway for her ongoing work as
Principal Sidesman, ensuing both the regular and
special Church Services at All Saints run smoothly.

We are grateful to all the volunteers who clean the
church and arrange the flowers.

We thank Hugo Bailey for auditing the accounts.

We thank Judith Orpen for playing the organ and
organising the choir.

Chaddleworth

Members
Incumbent: Rev'd Mike Griffiths
Curate: Rev’d Matt Clarke
Churchwarden: Peter Hambro
Elected members: Kirsten Lloyd
Secretary and Treasurer: Vacant - fulfilled by Sarah
Youldon

Electoral Roll

We have 5 on the electoral roll.

Services
There were a total of 99 services in the church
comprising of our monthly Holy Communion service,
and a weekly Holy Communion service on Tuesday at
9.30am and another Holy Communion service on
Wednesday at 7.00pm.

Special services: Two Baptisms, two Wedding
Blessings, a Harvest Service on 28th September and
one Evensong on St Andrews Day which fell on 30th
November followed by either fish or sausage and chips
and a bar.

Thank you
To all the cleaners in the church throughout the year
and also our three volunteers that keep the churchyard
looking immaculate along with mending old
gravestones. The old beech tree was blown over at
the end of 2024, luckily over some old graves and not
the church. The branches and main trunk of the tree
were cleared
away in 2025
and the base of
the tree, which :
was hollow, has
been created
into a garden of
seasonal bulbs &
and plants.

Fawley

No report has been received this year

Great Shefford w/Shefford

Woodlands

The Parish has had a busy year building on the
foundations laid by changes in the previous year.

A memorable Café Church service took place on
Easter Sunday when everyone was treated to
Communion in the form of Pitta bread and wine or
blackcurrant squash. The Café Church based on the
Ascension will be remembered for Jesus ascending
from the pulpit.

e
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Prayer and Praise on the fourth Sunday in Shefford
Woodlands has continued to thrive giving those who
attend the opportunity to learn new Worship Songs and
experience a more informal form of worship.

The Shefford Woodlands Carol service took place this
year with music led by the Worship Group that plays
regularly for Prayer and Praise. The church was
decorated by the villagers and delicious refreshments
provided. Much appreciation was expressed for its
return to the Benefice Calendar.
Membership

The number on the Electoral Roll for Great Shefford
with Shefford Woodlands was 24. The members of the
P.C.C. elected at the Annual Meeting in May were:
Chairman — Rev. Mike Giriffiths
Churchwarden — Mrs. Phillipa Phelps
Hon. Treasurer — Mr. Richard Ball
Hon. Secretary — Mrs. Della Hodkin
Elected Members — Mrs. Denise Herrington

Mrs. Nadine de Chazal

Services and Special Offices
Services in Great Shefford

Holy Communion 13
Café Church 12
U5s and School 4
Carol Service 1
Funeral 3
Interment of Ashes 1
Act of Remembrance 1
Baptism 1
Memorial Service 1
Total services 37

Average Sunday Attendance 31

Services in Shefford Woodlands

Holy Communion 4
Carol Service 1
Prayer and Praise 10
Evening Prayer 1
Womens Fellowship Service 1
Total services 17

Average Sunday Attendance 18

Thanks go to all those who contribute to the Services
throughout the year. Those who plan and execute the
Café Church services, practice and set up for the
Prayer and Praise Services. Those who work to clean
our churches, arrange flowers and decorate for special
services, maintain the churchyards and ring the bells to
call people to church.

Fundraising events for the year started with the ever
popular Curry and Quiz night in the Village Hall. River
conditions this year were such that we were able to
run the Duck Derby on Easter Eve, an event supported

i l B m 53

and enjoyed by the whole community. The other
fundraising events were the Lent Lunch, now one of a
series held around the Benefice, the Harvest Supper
and Carols Through the Avenue. Thank you to all the
Fundraisers and those who contribute their time and
skills to making our events so successful as well as
those who supported them.

Leckhampstead

Background:
Leckhampstead PCC has the responsibility for
co-operating with the Rector, the Reverend Mike
Griffiths and the Curate, Matthew Clark, in promoting
within the
ecclesiastical parish,
the whole mission of
the Church -
pastoral,
evangelistic, social
and ecumenical.
Since June 2010 the
“§ Parish has been part
of the West
Downland Benefice
7 along with
Brightwalton with
Catmore,
Chaddleworth,
Fawley, Great
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Shefford with  Shefford
Woodlands and Welford
with Wickham. The West
Downland Benefice and
East Downland Benefice
form the Downland Group.

Membership:
Members of the PCC are
either ex officio or elected
by the Annual Parochial &
Church Meeting (APCM) in §
accordance with the
Church Representation
Rules. During the year, the following served as
members of the PCC:

Rector: Reverend Mike Griffiths — Chairman
Curate: Matthew Clarke

Elected Members:

Polly Capron — Health & Safety, Flower & Reading
Rotas, UB Benefice Rep

Mary-Ann Brown — Church cleaning rota, Catering,
Fundraising Committee, UB Benefice Rep

Caroline Dennington — Committee Member

Alison Hartwell — Secretary, Electoral Role Officer,
Church Website, Marketing, Fundraising Committee
Michelle Standing — Committee Member, Fundraising
Committee

Keith Powell — Fabric of Church, Fundraising
Committee

The PCC met 4 times during the year, in person.

Committees:
The PCC has one Committee, which meets as required
between the full meetings of the PCC: Standing
Committee: This is the only Committee required by
law. It has power to transact the business of the PCC
between its meetings, subject to any general directions
given by the
i Council.

& In addition, the
§ PCC has
§ responsibility for
the ‘Friends of
St James
= Church’ which it
SIS set up in Sept
2010 to raise funds from people who are not part of the
worshipping community, but who wish to support the
fabric of St James’. This group reports to the PCC.
The members are:

Keith Powell:  Chairman & Administrator

Polly Capron: Committee Member

Philip Seymour: Committee Member

Electoral Roll
The number included in March
= 2026 was 22.
Church Attendance:
= We have had prayer and praise
services on the 1st Sunday and
traditional communion on 3rd
Sunday with a more
., contemporary Communion
& service on 5th Sunday of month.

We had an Easter Day service
with 60 attending and a special
prayer and praise service to
welcome Matt Clark our new
curate with 46 attending. We shared an All Souls
commemoration service with East Downland Benefice
and had 38 attending. We also had the Advent Sunday
carols service with 43 attending. On average we have
19 attending 9am service, 12 attending 4pm service
and 15 10.30 service.

Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals
We had no baptisms, one wedding at which 149
attended and sadly 2 funerals.

Fundraising:
The Fundraising Committee held 12 fundraising events
during 2025 to raise funds to supplement the income of
the church. We held 7 Pop-up-Pubs during the year
which are extremely popular with the local community,
averaging between 70 and 100 attendees at each
event. We have been blessed with live music from
Reverend Mike Griffiths and his band, his son Jacob,
Forty Thieves and Phoenix Brass Band. We also held
two talks on otters and hedgehogs, held a music
cheese & wine event with a saxophone quartet, and an
afternoon tea & prosecco event. We ran our annual
100 Club village lottery and received income from
Easyfundraising. All in all, 2025 was an extremely
strong year for fundraising, raising an incredible
£9,927.30.
Review of the Year:
During 2025 we have been focused on fundraising,
running 12 fundraising events during the year. This
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has been necessary due to the increased cost of
heating, water & gardening services, coupled with
lower donations which means our expenditure is higher
than our income without significant fundraising efforts.

We hosted a number of major services this year
including an All Souls Commemoration Service &
Advent Sunday carols. We also donated to Loose Ends
in Newbury over the Christmas period. Many thanks to
everyone for all contributions.

~ ®_ =
We continue to keep the community updated through
our website (www.stjamespcc.com) with information on
upcoming services, upcoming fundraising events and
news.
Fabric Review
There have been no further enhancements to the fabric
of the church following several years of refurbishment
to protect St James for the future. Instead, we
continued to enjoy the new heating, kitchen facilities,
toilet and moveable pews and have been
able to host a number of fundraising events
for the benefit of the community, to help us
fundraise for the upkeep of the church and,
importantly, to encourage our local villagers
to become more familiar with, and
increasingly comfortable within their church.

The cost of heating the church remains an
issue and we are looking at the possibility of
changing the current electric boiler to an Air
Source Heat Pump, which we estimate, in
conjunction with changes to tariffs, will be
up to 400% more cost effective to run.
An annual inspection of the Fire
Extinguishers was undertaken.

Finance Review
The accounts for 2025 are attached,
showing reserves of £7,910.43. It has been
a challenging year financially as our
reserves were low, caused by lower than
usual donations, increased costs and ‘
previous focus on restoring the fabric of the 2 et
church. The PCC initiated a programme of

fundraising to support our running costs. We raised
£9,927.30 through our fundraising efforts, which was
essential to be able to pay our Parish Share & UB
Clergy costs, which were paid in full and on time. Our
fundraising efforts will continue in 2026 and we have a
full calendar of 10 events as well as our annual 100
Club lottery. We also received a generous donation of
£7,000 from the Bernard Sunley Trust to support the
upkeep of the village graveyard and to help pay the
remaining builders invoice from the church restoration.
Finally
The health of the church is demonstrated through the
lives of its members in the local community. We give
thanks to everyone for their support in this way. We
also thank people, and trusts, who while not
worshipping members, help to sustain St James
Church with their talents and their gifts. In looking
forward we recognise that we face challenging times as
we seek to foster Church growth within our local
community and undertake the responsibility of
maintaining the fabric of the church.
On behalf of the PCC:  Alison Hartwell, Caroline
Dennington Polly Capron, Keith Powell, Mary-Ann
Brown & Michelle Standing
April 2026

Welford and Wickham

The PCC with the Incumbent, The Reverend Mike
Griffiths ~ (inducted February 2024) have the
responsibility of promoting the whole mission of the
churches in this Parish, in which St Gregory’s Welford
is the parish Church and St Swithun’s Wickham is The

Chapel of Ease. The

mission includes
pastoral, evangelical,
social and

ecumenical items. In
2025 a curate was
appointed, Reverend
Matt Clark to assist
the incumbent who
. has been a great
| success and helped
| alleviate some of the
workload of the
rector.

The rector and the
Churchwardens, Mr
Charles Puxley and
Mr James Lofthouse
are ex-officio
members, Mr James
BES Puxley, Mrs Dottie
? Channing-Williams,
“= Mr  James D’Arcy,
Page 9

o A



Mrs Frances Wadsworth, Mr Colin Tett, Mrs Jodie
Croysdill and Mrs Debbie Puxley make up the other
Members of the PCC.

Although we do not have any committees, we do have
two independent fundraising groups; The Friends of
Welford and
The Friends of
Wickham

Churches.

The PCC has
authorized the
Rector and
Churchwardens
to make
decisions  on
their behalf if
necessary.

There are 18
names  (April
2025) on the
Electoral Roall,
no change from
last year. The
average Sunday attendance is about 25 adults,
although numbers have been more and the overall
trend is an increase in congregation for which the
rector deserves credit. The arrival of Mike has shown a
marked increase in the congregations which is very
encouraging. The 9am Sunday services have proved
popular. The Christmas (over 150 people) and Easter
services were well attended; both major sources of
income. The services associated with Wickham School
are always popular. Our services are held usually twice
a month a 9am Holy Communion on the second
Sunday at Wickham which often attracts more that the
10.30am Holy Communion Service at Welford on the
fourth Sunday.

Review of the year
Routine inspections of the lightening conductors in both
Churches were carried out in 2018.

The problem with the heating at Wickham church has
been solved due to generous benefactors. Wickham
has new electric heaters mounted on the walls but no
working boiler. Except on very cold days the heating is
considered adequate. At Welford we recently installed
new radiators connected to the boiler and a very
marked improvement was noticed. There has been a
major problem with the boiler, which various experts
have looked at, and currently consider to be working.
The Welford organ has had substantial work completed
recently and the various organists report it favorably.
The complete re-wiring and new very impressive
lighting at Welford has had a major impact on the

whole atmosphere there. Generous donors are to be
thanked for this.

An innovation this year was the introduction of the
Maundy Thursday evening service where the
congregation were invited to bring their own supper to
the church and to celebrate Holy Communion during
the meal. Following this the altar was stripped in
silence. An impressive service which will be throughout
the benefice in future years. The 2026 service held in
Welford had double the congregation than last year.

The PCC usually meets two or three times during the
year.

Itis a gift fo the conzragation of

| et
|
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The PCC'’s finances will be presented by the treasurer
before the APCM. The treasurer has done his
customary excellent work throughout the year for which
we are all very grateful. We were not able to pay out
Parish Share in full in 2025, the rest of the Benefice
came to the rescue for which were grateful. Our
accounts show a net loss of £7950. Raising what we
did is a remarkable achievement for a small parish with
very few generous donors. All future building and
renovation work will need to depend on Grants of
charitable behests. Mr Paul Baird, our professional
previous Fund Raising Advisor has been successful in
the past at advising and assisting in obtaining large
amounts of Grant Aid, however, much more money is
needed and so our work goes on. We are looking for a
new professional fundraiser but most want a
substantial fee upfront.
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Other ways of raising money have been discussed and
taken place and we are planning more local events
involving the Churches.

Covenants and donations are rising at a very slow
level.

As in many rural parishes, small congregations, means
that a large amount of work falls on a few people.

Bellringing in the West Downland
Benefice

Three of our churches have bells that are rung
regularly for Sunday Services Brightwalton (6 bells),
Chaddleworth (4 bells) and Great Shefford (6 bells).
Welford (5 bells) is unringable at this time. A small
band of ringers, some of who live outside the Benefice,
endeavour to keep those bells that can be rung ringing
for services and weddings.

The only one of the churches that has a
regular practice night is Great Shefford
where practice takes place most
Wednesday evenings, numbers
allowing. The exception is the third
Wednesday of the month when Grea
Shefford, and sometimes Chaddleworth,
join with East Garston and Lambourn to
increase learning opportunities and ring [
on different bells. P

There are currently four learners in
Great Shefford who are being taught
how to handle a silenced bell in a special
practice each week before being
introduced to the general practice and
ringing with others. There is also a fifth
learner who has progressed to the
general practice and more learners will
always be welcome.

There are regular requests for visiting ringers to visit
our towers, often on outings that will include a number
of the local towers. There are also requests to ring
peals and quarter peals which are accommodated if at
all possible.

Benefice Catering Committee

The ladies of the Benefice Catering Committee have
continued over the last year to cater for a number of
Benefice-wide gatherings. In April last year, pastries,
tea and coffee were offered at the APCM and in July, a
sumptuous afternoon tea was prepared, to welcome to
the West Downland Benefice, the new curate, Matthew
Clark and his wife Jenny. The rest of the year was quiet
in terms of the need for Benefice-wide catering, but
there were plenty of events in different churches where
the individual ladies were still kept very busy.

The ladies of the BCC have been delighted to welcome
an additional member to the team this year — Alice
Bailey - and we have appreciated her energy and
enthusiasm. Her baking skills were enjoyed by many
with the wonderful cake which she made for Rev.
Mike’s birthday in March this year.

Through February and March the BCC hosted Lent
Lunches at the village halls ins Wickham and
Chaddleworth, with home-made soups and bread and
supported the very successful Lent Lunch at Great
Shefford.

On April 12 th the team provided a barbecue at St.
Mary’s, Great Shefford, for all from the Benefice who
attended the Baptism and Confirmation in the River
Lambourn conducted by Bishop Mary.

Many returned rather wet and
dripping from the river and rain but
i the sun then shone, allowing for a
\| happy party in the churchyard at St.

There are times when the BCC has to
4 overcome many logistical hurdles but
| the team look forward to another year
{ of careful planning and consideration
and warm hospitality while catering
for the Benefice community.

Benefice Choir

We are lucky to have a lot of talent in
the area, and at Christmas about 20
filed the choir stalls at All Saints’
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Church Brightwalton for the service of 9 Lessons and
Carols. Given that most cannot read music, the
standard achieved was incredibly high — from soaring
descants, rousing harmonies to classic carols and the
modern “Saviour’s Day”.

We are now trying to have a regular choir who meet up
once a month and have a small repertoire of pieces
that can be used as anthems — either as part of the
usual Sunday service, or for special services such as
weddings and funerals. But we need more singers,
particularly altos and sopranos.

If anyone is interested, please contact Judith at
Judith.orpen@westdownland.co.uk

Brightwalton CofE Primary School

We have had lots of events at the church!

28th Feb

Community Coffee & Cake
with Rev. Mike & parents after school

21st Mar

Service of the word with Rev. Mike & parents

4th Apr

Easter walk though with Rev. Mike & Denise Herrington
during the school day

23rd Jul

Leavers service with Rev. Mike & parents

2nd Oct

Reception class welcome service with Rev. Mike &
parents 9am

23rd Oct

Harvest Festival with Rev. Mike & parents

11th Nov

Remembrance Service at monument with Rev. Mike,
Y6 pupils & community

18th Dec

Christmas service with Rev. Mike & parents

In addition to this the teachers do take the children into
the church to visit and in the warmer weather they may
go into the back of the church yard to work or have
story time under the shade of the big tree.

Chaddleworth St Andrew's and
Shefford Church of England
Federated Primary Schools

We'd love to contribute to your upcoming APCM in
May, linked to our experiences with the church and

religious activities during 2025 (1st January — 31st
December).

We have weekly whole school worship led by Rev Mike
and Rev Matt with a focus around our school Christian

values...

= Our Christian values...

*‘“ Wh

With links to Bible stories, song, invitation to prayer,
liturgical calendar and church events. Christingle is a

much anticipated worship with larger than life
demonstrations catching everyone's attention!

Rev Matt has planned with our children and presented
whole school worship, 'service of the word', which was
something new for us this year...
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Bishop Mary visited our school in and met with our
children...

We've joined Rev Mike and Rev Matt in St Mary's
Church, Great Shefford and St Andrew's in
Chaddleworth for multiple services including;

- welcome service,

- Christmas service

- Candlemass service

- Leavers service
Our KS2 class have visited the
church to gain a Dbetter
understanding of Baptism.

Rev Mike has also been
working with our school staff
this academic year to plan
and support our RE teaching
and learning curriculum
offer. With class visits to
support children's learning

too.
Ms. Debbie Munday
Headteacher & DSL
Chaddleworth St Andrew's
and Shefford Church of
England Federated Primary
Schools

Welford and Wickham C.E. (V.A.)
Primary School

Throughout 2025, our school has continued to
make strong and meaningful use of the local
church, further strengthening links with the
community and providing rich experiences for the
children.

Across the academic year, we have led a number
of services in the church, supported by Rev Mike
and Rev Matt. We began with our Harvest service
in the autumn term, which gave pupils the
opportunity to reflect on gratitude and supporting
others. Donations collected were shared within
the local community, with some delivered by hand
to elderly residents and the remainder given to the
foodbank,
helping
children to

| see the direct
§ impact of their
contributions.

In the spring
term, we led
our
Christingle
service, which
was a
particularly
memorable
occasion.
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Pupils explored the symbolism of light and hope,
and the Christingle outfit proved to be a real
highlight for the congregation. This was followed
by our Easter service, where children were able to
engage with the meaning of Easter in an
age-appropriate and reflective way.

In the
summer term,
we hold our
Leavers’
Service at the
church. This
provides a
special and
memorable
way to mark
the end of
primary
school for our
Year 6
pupils,
giving a
real sense of occasion as we send them on to
their next adventure.

These church services are an important part of
our school community. Family and parent
attendance has been particularly strong this
year, reaching an all-time high, which reflects
the value placed on these shared experiences
and the sense of togetherness they promote.

We have also built a very strong relationship
with Rev Mike and Rev Matt over the year.
They regularly support the school by leading

EAVIE

collective worship, helping to reinforce our
Christian values in a way that is engaging and
meaningful for the children.

In addition to services, the church has supported
our curriculum through COINS workshops for Year
5 and Year 6 pupils. These sessions were well
received and provided valuable opportunities for
discussion, reflection, and deeper thinking around
personal and social themes.

Overall, our use of the church in 2025 has been
highly positive and enriching. The partnership
continues to support both the spiritual and
personal development of our pupils, and we look
forward to building on this further in the future.

Rev Matt’s Report

The first nine months of my curacy have been both
humbling and formative;
marked by a deepening
.4 sense of pastoral awareness,

& and of vocation within rural
ministry and the life of the
Benefice.

Arriving in July, Jenny and |
were immediately struck by

the warm welcome we
- received from the
.| parishioners and the
commitment and enthusiasm
of Mike, the Rector.

The initial months were a
time of getting to know the
benefice, meeting people and trying to remember their
names. | have come to appreciate the distinct identities
of our churches and recognise the shared faith and
fellowship that binds them together.

There is still a long way to go when it comes to leading
services, but my confidence, thanks to Rev’d Mike and
Jenny’s encouragement, is growing. It has been a
privilege to lead the Christmas service at Catmore, as
well as adapting a service from my old church (The
Longest Night) in addition to occasional offices, such
as baptisms and funerals.

Preparing sermons on a regular basis has been a
discipline and a joy. It allows me to delve deep into
scripture and speak meaningfully into the lived
experience of the parishioners. | remain aware of the
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need to balance theological P+
depth with clarity and personal
sensitivity.

In  terms of community
engagement, | am beginning
to understand the Benefice’s
role beyond its worshipping

community. Participation in : Vy,
school ministry and community ///
events has opened my eyes to / / \
the way God works through J : /‘

outreach in the area and the |~
connections that fosters.

| have been impressed by the enthusiasm and skill at
fundraising for the Benefice. People have all come
together to raise money in ingenious ways and have
fun doing that. This has not only raised funds, but also
increased morale.

Working collaboratively with Rev’d Mike, has been a
blessing. His encouragement and guidance has been
instrumental in guiding my ministry thus far. And | have
to say that | would never have dreamed that | would be
standing next to Mike and Bishop Mary doing baptism
and confirmations in the Lambourn River.

Looking ahead, | hope to continue developing
confidence in leadership, especially in taking greater
responsibility for services and parish initiatives. | am
keen to develop my pastoral skills and to explore more
intentional forms of discipleship and mission in the
Benefice.

In summary, the first few months of my time here has
confirmed my sense of calling whilst also revealing my
need for growth, reflection and reliance on God’s
grace.

Rev Mike’s Report

What a year 2025 has been! As | read through the
reports from all six of our parishes and the Benefice
Council, | find myself once again filled with gratitude
and wonder at everything God has been doing in and
through this remarkable community. It is, quite simply, a

Joy.

Last year | invited us to "Join In" — to offer our Time,
Talents and Tithes in the service of this Benefice. And
you did. The evidence of that is woven through every
page of this report: in the services and celebrations,
the pastoral care and community events, the quiet
faithfulness of those who clean and garden and
prepare and pray. You joined in, and the fruit has been
wonderful to see.

) R\

| also want to say how
wonderful it is to see this

Church Life document
growing and deepening year
o on year. It is particularly

exciting to have reports from
our schools included this year
— a reminder of just how
i much the life of the church
v extends beyond our Sunday
services and into the heart of
our communities.

/
/
/// \ n There have been so many

highlights to celebrate. The
confirmations this year were among the most moving
moments | can remember — people stepping out in
public faith, making promises before God and one
another. Our Easter season was full of that same joy
and hope. Attendance continues to grow as new faces
become familiar ones, and familiar ones become dear
friends.

In October, many of you responded so generously to
our Stewardship Campaign — a real moment of the
Benefice coming together to invest in our shared
future. Thank you. If you haven't yet had a chance to
sign up to the Parish Giving Scheme, | would gently
encourage you to do so — it is one of the simplest and
most powerful ways to support the ongoing work of
your local church, and every contribution makes a real
difference.

We are also looking forward with great excitement to
the end of June, when Rev Matt will be ordained as a
priest. This is a wonderful milestone for him, for his
family, and for all of us — and we look forward to
celebrating together.

Which brings me to the theme that will shape our life
together in this coming year: "Together." It is so easy,
in our scattered villages and busy lives, to forget that
we are all on the same team — six parishes, one
Benefice, one calling. Whether you worship at a
packed festival service or a quiet midweek gathering,
whether you are a churchwarden or someone who slips
in at the back — you belong here, and we need you.
Together, we are stronger, richer, and more fully the
Body of Christ than any of us could be alone.

So as we step into 2026, let us do so side by side —
encouraging one another, praying for one another, and
trusting that the God who has been so faithful this year
will continue to lead us into all He has prepared.

It remains the greatest privilege to serve with you all.

With my love and prayers, Rev Mike x
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Financial Accounts

The following pages include copies of the consolidated and inspected end-of-year accounts for the West Downland

Benefice and the six parishes within it.

In most cases, the copies included here are digital, before being signed. Each

committee has the original, signed copies filed and are available on request.

The West Downland Benefice

Reports & Accounts
Financial Year Ending 31/12/2025
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Legal & Administrative Details

Trustees Report
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c Created using ExpensaPlus

Charity Name:

Charity Number:

Charity Address:

Trustees:

Independent
Examiner:

Legal & Administrative Details

The West Downland Benefice
1216585

The West Downland Rectory
Main Street

Chaddlewarth

Berkshire
RG20 7EW

Reverend Michael Griffiths

Mrs Katharine Mateson {Appointed 03/07/2025)
Mrs Evelyn Bracey (Appointed 03/07/2025)

Mrs Phillipa Phelps (Appointed 03/07/2025)

Mrs Mary-Ann Brown (Appointed 03/07/2025)
Mrs Kirsten Loyd (Appointed 03/07/2025)

Mrs Susan Ridgeway (Appointed 03/07/2025)
Mrs Sarah Youldon (Appointed 03/07/2025)
Mrs Della Hodkin (Appointed 03/07/2025)

Mr Peter Hambro (Appointed 03/07/2025)

Mr Charles Puxley [Appointed 03/07/2025)

Mrs Polly Capron (Appointed 03/07/2025)

Mr James Gardiner (Appeinted 03/07/2025)
Rewverend Mathew Clark (Appointed 03/07/2025)

Mr James Lofthouse (Appointed 03/07/2025)

Hugo Bailey
Elm Cottage
Brightwalton
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Trustees Report

Objects of the charity
The West Downland Benefice has the responsibility fer, in cosperation with the Incumbent, the whale mission of the Church of England

within the Parishas of Brightwalton with Catmare, addleworth, Fawley, Leckhampstead, Great Shafford with Shefford Wood|ands, and
Welford with Wickham, This includes our worship, pastoral care. evangelistic activities, and sacial action,

Summary of the charity's main activities and achievements

To further the abave obyects and vision, the charity's main activities and achievements were as follvaws:

Mike to Provide

In planning the activities, the tustees have applied the guidance an pulllic benefit issued by the Charity Commission.

Financial Review

From tha formation of the Council from the 3rd July 2025 the Finandial responsibilities bacame:

Co-ordinating the payment of parish share for all Pasishes within the joint Council. Co-ordinating the payment Eh—mﬁmn nses.
Producing an inventory of costs for each POC to pay in relation to the services _wo?._._an_ or co-ordinated by the joint Councl, AN Life
Evants invoacing, payment of suppliers, quarterly raparting and paymant to Oxford Diccese Beard of Finance

Tis enable these payments from central funds it was agreed that: All senvice plate giving would ge to the Benefice Life event parachial
fieas woudd B split 50050 with the Benefice and the PCC Regularly giving would be transferred to the Benefice

Reserves Policy

The charity aims ta build reserves of at least £15,000 {which is approximately 2.5 months of expenditure) as unrestricted cash, so that
the charity could continue te cperate should Incosne and / or expenditure vary adversely,

Ak the year end, the charity held unrestricted cash of £11,789, hawever seme of this is earmarked for projects (£3,000 for WEW
Electrics from grant raised and £533 for a Projecter from grant raised)

It also held: £437.00 ummﬂ_ms_m te the Oxford Deocese for Parochial Fees taken in the penod 1st Octeber 2025 o 31st December 2025

mmz onms__u____m Evnu?l_aan:_a_mnﬁaxa_.___._s._wﬁ_._o.__.ﬂcﬂncmlonm:.u.;ﬂﬂqﬁm_._&nqnnmu_._SImmnqwmnu-ﬂan—Enm
fior specific project fundraising

slgnature
This report was approved by the trusteas, and is signed on their behalf by:

Hame

Signature

Independent Examiners Report

.mﬁw.ﬁ%m.g trustees on my examination of the accounts of The West Downland Benefice ('the charity'] for the year anded

Respansibiities and Basis of Report

Eiq.EﬂaﬂiEq n_._u:amsu.._ a_.a_.muua:m_v_m.a:._._au.auu__dn_ia:zunaiq!nnno_._t_._naz_nvnvain:la;a:di.:a
Charities Act 2011 {'the 201

__.Eon_:_‘m__mn;__sﬂﬁmgk_o:o:gn__m::_umnnn_.__.__—mQﬂmningznﬂmn:u;:mn.__z_mmc:hﬁman_: S_._.i.p.._.m oi_.sq
axamination | have followed all the applicable Diractions given by the Charity Commissian under section 145(5)(b of the 2011 Act.

Independent Examinar's Statemant

I hawe completed my examination. | confirm that na materlal matters have come ta my attention in cannection with the examinatian
gling me cause ta believe tat in any matenal respect:

1. accounting records wera not kept in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; or
2. the accounts do ot accord with the accounting records.

| hawa no concarns and have come across no ather matters in connaction with the examination to which attention should ba drawn in
order ta enable 3 proper understanding of the accounts to be reached,

Independent Examinar's Details

Nasmie: Huge Bailey

Address: Elm Cottage
Brightwaltan

Marre

Signature

Dite



Receipts & Payments Statement
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Asset & Liability Statement

Cash Assets

izerarn [Unrestrchad] 11,188 1] 11,785 2,078
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Signature

Thase accaunts have bean approved by the trustess, and are signed on their behalf by;

Marte

Sighaturne
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Accaunting Policias

Motes to the Accounts

The accounts have been prepared on a recelpts and payments basks and comprise a staternent that shows the charity's receipts and

payments, 3 statement that summarises

] the charity's assets and liabdities and related notes. The accountancy
detarmined that only accounts prepared in accordance with applicable accounting standards present a “true a

receipts and payments accounts have not (and cannot) be prepared In accordance with accounting
presant (and are not intended to present) a ‘tree and falr' view of the chanty's financial activities and state of affalrs.

fair' view and, as these

standards, these accounts do nat

Genaral funds are unrestricted funds which are available for wse at the discration of the trustees in furtharance of the general ohjectives
af tha charity. Designated funds camprise unrestricted funds that have besn set asida by the trustess for particular purpesas. Rastricted
funds are donations which are to be used In accordance with specific restrictions impesed by donars: they include donations recelved

from appeals for specific activities or projacts,

Transactians to Related Farties
There were na transactions related paries during the acceunting peried.

Artricsed Tobal

Miaverment of Funds
Fuind hame O (B b it
Uriesbrictd
Geirwa rall (L resteatad] IETE 57,355 A0 ka8 ] 11,788
TOTAL IETE 57,355 40504 1] 11,788
Unresbricied Tebal
Aestricied
Cird Macess Baard of Firgnoe T3 4510 4308 n 3T
Resinded]
Chaddlesaris FUT |Restncted) & L21) 44D 0 19E
Brigh ima en PCC (Rasirictd) & 1,731 1,731 1] 1]
Wietfard & Wickham POC 1= 3,783 3494 ] 3T
(RsErictid |
|Lul|'ﬂn'¢r|uHPCt|H.nm'i:udl & 1,720 1784 ] -
|5I'|'|I'hrd IPCC e strictiad) T2 I M5 LA5F 1] 1RE
|F-nil.-_|l PLT (Resincied | ki 7 =T ] o
|Bl.'rll.'ﬂl:r Re=bricted (Resinciedl L Ll o ] (L L]
TOTAL L] 14,310 134653 ] 1.511
1}
n

TaTAL

10,863
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Independent examiner's report to the PCC of Brightwalton with Catmore
For the year ended 31 December 20256

This report on the financial statements of the PCC for the year ended 31* December 20235, which
are set out on pages 1-2, is in respect of an examination carried out under the Church Accounting
Regulations 2006 (‘the Regulations’) and seclion 43 of the Charities Act 1993 ('the Act’).

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiners

As members of the PCC, you are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements. You
consider that the audit requirements of the Regulations and section 43(2) of the Act do not apply.
It is my responsibility to issue this report on those accounts in accordance with the lerms of the

Regulations,

Basis of this Report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 43(7)(b) of the Act and to be found in the Church Guidance, 2006
edition, issued by the Finance Division of the Archbishop's Council, That examination included a
review of the accounting records kept by the PCC and a comparison of the accounts with those
records, It also includes considering any unusual items or disclosures in the financial statements
and seeking any explanation from you as Trustees conceming any such matters. The procedures
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequentty |
do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent Examiner's Statement
In connection with my examination no matter has come to my attention:
1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
a. o keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and
b. to prepare financial statements which accord with the accounting records and o
comply with the requirements of the Act and the Regulations have not been met;
or
2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

A —

Hugo Bailey '
Oate: 3 1, 1 oo, 2026
Elm Coftage

Brightwaltomn

MNewbury
RG20 7BN



PCC of Brightwalton with Catmore
Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2025

JMZ025 IMML024 Comments

£ £
TOTAL FUNDS
Income from Parshioners
Planned Giving standing orders 4 G82 3833
Envelopes T 95T
Collections Open Plale 2,814 1,038
Rope money from visiting belliringers 12 53
Special Services Th 1,002
Special Servics bees 1,731 1,209
Gifh aid recovered 3344 1784
Total Income from Parishioners 13,189 8,786
Other Income
Bank Interest - all accounts 1,808 1,626
Sumdry 0 0
Fundraising 2,100 348
Fundraising - Aspire 32,442 23,429
Cther Donations 435 304
Headslones - Memaonals ] i)
Rebate from Parish Share from Deanery Syniod 212 0
Rebate from United Benefice 0
Spray Coliage Income 11,180 11,160
Churehyard mowing subsidy from PC 4] 250
Tatal Other Insome 48,161 IT AT
Total Income 81,350 46,904
Expenditure
Parish Shan 0,678 B.206
United Benefice, Deanary 2628 1,847
GOill, Ebectricity, and Water 2370 1,438
Repairs inc Organ Tuning L 0
Inguarnmce 2,587 1514
Fabric costs 908 1,686
Bank Charges G0 60
Visiting Clergy Fees 0 0
Churchyard cosls 7678 3233
Fundraising Expensas 0 0
Aspira Church rearganisation SO0 B5T3
Aspire fund raisng expenses 1,450 o
Spray Cotlage Expanditune 4 546 843
Charitable donations inc parishionirs 50 50
Tatal Expanditure 32,933 27,459
Met Income less Expamnditure 2417 18,445
Met Income less Expenditure by Fund
General Fund {1,675} 4,588
Restoration 30,0982 14,856
Community Warker 0 o
Total 28417 19,445
[Total Funds breakdown to show Spray Cottage 311212025 31/1212024
frcame befone Spray Collage receipls 50190 35 744
Expendiure before Spray Cottage paymenis 28,387 26,618
Surplus before Spray Cottage 21,803 8128
spray Collage INCome 11,160 11,160
Spray Coltage Expendifire 4 548 843

Spray Cottage Surplus 6614 10,317

UEE.



BALANCE SHEET BY FUND MM 22025 322024

Goneral Fund

Balance brought forward 58,375 54,787
Movement in the year across all funds 28,417 15,445
Transfer fromi{to) restoration appeal fund (ASPIRE) (30.092)  (14.856)
Total General Fund Balance 57.700 59,375

M 22025 311212024

estricted)
10,000 234329
18,250 1]
& 182 L]

Total Income 32,442 23,429

800 8,573
1,450 0
Total Expenditure 2,350 B,573

30,092 14,856

a7 429 22573
30,092 14,856
67,522 a7 428

SUMMARY OF ALL FUNDS

Income 61,350 46,904
Expandilure 32,933 2T 455
Surplus/Deficit 28417 15,445
Balance brought forwand 5 805 77,380
Balance at ¥1st December 125,222 86,805
Balance Sheet

FUNDS

General Fund 57,700 50,375
Restoration Appeal Fund [Restricted) 67 522 AT 420

Total Funds held 125,222 96,805

BAMNK AND CASH BALANCES

CAF bank account 14,175 17,520
CAF Gold bank accouwnt 111,047 7,265
Cash

Total Bank balances 125,222 96,805

Mot 1o show profit movement
Profit{loss) for the year

Add back Spray

Add back Fundraising income and cosis
Add back other donations

Running (loss)

(1) Tha hnamcial stalemenis of the PCC havse been prepaned in accomdance with B Ohrch Actounting Rsgulabong
2006 usng The Recewpts and Payments bass

12 The PCC i sl the kiny bersdciany of the nental ncome on Speay Cofage, walkued in 2000 al £67 500 by
Alekigchas Mongags Comparry. The morigage was fully paid as of 311 December 2020

{3) Moveable church fumishengs Feid by B Charchwacdins on pedal ryil & 1h PCC and whch neguans & fRacully
for disposal ace recogrebed bl not viluied i the Boounts

{4 Thay Chifch andg Sordents ang ingepd for £7,850,000 B £148 000 as ol 24th Juns 2025

UEE.
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Trustees Report

Objects of the charity
5t andrew's Parachial Church Council {PCC) has the responsibilty for, In conperation with the Incurniient, the whale mission of the

Church of England within each parsh, This includes our worship, pastoral care, evangalistic activities, and social action. They also have
maintenance respansbiktias for tha fabric of the churches and the grounds,

Summary af the charity's main activities and achievements

Tor further the above abjects and vision, the charity's main activities and achievements were as follows:

This is to be raported in the APCM decurmant

In planning the activities, the trustess have applied the guidance on public benefit issued by the Charlty Comanission,

Financial Review

The structure of the PCC finances has significantly n_._SUmn_ with the formation of the Benefice Caundl, This means that from the 1st July
2025 the United Benefice took on the Bm_S_.EE_nm _“..un,_._:m the Parish Share for all Parishes. This new structure saw plate collections
and Parish Giving being transferred to the United Benel cgether with Parochial Fees being split 50/50 with the Unibed Benefice, but
means the man expenditure of teh Parish Share is centrally managed

We same fairly major churchyard tree work (£4.900) and major heating repairs (£2,B27), these costs have eaten into the savings during
2025, fundralsing plans will need to be made for 2026

Reserves Policy

Annual running costs with the new format will now be arcund £4,004, far insurance, heating il and electric, this deesn't allow far any
imprawvements, or any unexpected maintenance bills,

With the new United Benefice Councill set =n Standrew's PCC now alms to hold a manimarm of £8,000 [which s approximately 24
manths of expenditura) as unrastricted cash, sa that the charity could continwa to ow.m_d.ﬁ should income and ! or expenditure vary
adversely, At the year end, the chasty held unrestricted cash of £13,462, hawever, further tree work is planned for 2026 at a cost of
£3,360 and further bullding maintenance |s required in line with the quinguenalal repart

Slgnature
This report was approved by the trustess, and is signed on their behalf by:

Masne

Signature

Date

Independent Examiners Report

._d_“_on.q.gn_._._m.namo; ._._m mnn:!w.a:nq.Znnnocznu&._.:w?S.w_ﬁ_:ﬂznnﬁn__im.}:n.?ﬂwnrunimio;:ﬁ__an__a::;
for the year ended 31/12/2025.

Respansibilities and Basis of Repart

?Em,_.:ﬂamnisi n_._n_._dmua_._ aiEuusm_ua*o_._,_._n_iauw«n:caazrmnnnE!nm!nnnoaa:nwz_.zgin:lm_.:maui.:n
Charities Act 2011 {'the 201

__.Bo_.::_‘B__mnﬂo__Sqmum:!mzo:o__:_.mgm__iumnnn_.__.__—mnmimaEngz_umaumn:u_._.iwo._;imc:hﬁm.._n_: S:i.p.._.m o:—_..i
axamination | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission undar section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act.

Independent Examiner's Statemant

I have campleted my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come ta my attention in connection with the examination
qlving me cause ta believe that in any matenal respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; or
2. the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

I hava no concarns and have come across no ather matters in cormaction with the examination to which attention should ba drawn in
arger ta enable a proper understanding of the accounts te be reached,

Independent Examinar's Datails

Hame: Hugo Bailey

Address: Elm Cattage
Brighitwaltan

Harme

Signature

Date



Receipts & Payments Statement
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Asset & Liability Statement

Cash Assets

Fabre Fured |Restriched) 0 13 13 13
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Other Monetary Assets
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B & [ i [
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Thase accounts have bean approved by the trustees, and are signed on their behalf by;

Marne

Signature

[ate



Motes to the Accounts

Accaunting Policias

The accounts have been prepared on a recelpts and payments basis and comprise a staterment that shows the charity's recelpts and
payments, 8 statement that summarisas the charity’s assets and liabities and related notes. The accountancy profession have
detarmined that only accounts prepared in accordance with applicable accounting standards present a “true and fair' view and, as these
recedpts and payments accounts have not (and cannot) be prepared in aocordance with accounting standards, these accounts de nat
presant (and are not intended to present) a ‘tree and falr' view of the chanty's financial activities and state of affalrs.

Genaral funds are unrestricted funds which are available for wse at the discration of the trustees in furtharance of the general ohjectives
af the charity. Designated funds comprise unrestricted funds that have been set aside by the trustees for particular purposes, Restricted
funds are donations which are to be used In accordance with specific restrictions impesed by donars: they include donations recelved
from appeals for specific activities or projacts,

Transactians to Related Farties
Mone

Mowement of Funds

Fain ha®e | [Exparnditun:
Uriesbrictd
ol [ L risstrc i |
TOTAL

Inreskricied Tokal 5. 240 AL

Aesbricied

Fabne Furd {Restnctes)
TEOTAL

Arbricied Tobal 1}
TOTAL e fr )
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Trustees Report

Objects of the charity

Te provide a church for the lecal community that |s welcoming and provides the services and facilithes that need from the a church. To
lopk after the church building sa it is safe and well kept,

Summary af the charity's main activities and achievements

Tee further the above objects and vislon, the charity's main activities and achlevements were as follows:

We have dene several fund raising events including, a clay pigecn shoot. a spansored ride and bridge bea,

In planning the activities, the trustees have applied the guidance on public berefit issued by the Charity Commission,

Financial Review
We manage to keep our heads above watar

Raserves Policy

Tha charity aims ta hold a minimum of [amaunt] (which &= approximately [number] months of expanditure) as unrestricted cash, so that
the n_._mm_a.. nE_n_ cartinue te operate should income and / o expenditure vary adversely. At the year end, the charity held unrestricted
cash of [amount].

Signature
This report was approved by the trustees, and s signed on their behalf by:

Hame

Sighature

Dite

Independent Examiners Report
I regort te tha trusteas on my examination of the accounts of Fawley St Marys PCC ('the charity') for the year ended 21/12/2025,

Raespansibdities and Basis of Repart

Rﬂ_m"_._h.ﬁﬂﬁsm n_.ﬁ:emso: w_.mqmm_“_u«_m_u_maqa._m_H.m_uﬂ.m"___.._o::mmnSEH.._mnnEnm:nmE_"_._":mqmncnm:._m_.ﬁa.a._m
Charities Act 2011 {'the 2011 #ct'),

._.EE:_:_.B_u.mng___._._e.mﬁ_:!mﬂssa-:..m9!5,:_,.3_.__.&nmamn_!n._:nm«umn:o:~_.wo.__~i~_u:hﬁu.._n__._ S_.Ji._vm 2..:3.
examination | have followed all the applicable Directiens glven by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b} of the 2011 Act

Independent Exarminer's Statement

| have campleted my examination. | confirm that na material matters have come to my attention in connection with the examinatian
qlving me cause to belleve that in any matenal respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in accardance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; or

2. the accounts do not accord with the accounting recards,

I have o concerns and have Come Acrass no other matters n connaction with the examination to which attention should be drawn In
arder ta enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached,

Independent Examiner's Datails

Name: Hugo Balley

Address: Elm Cattage
Brightwaltan

Name

Signiature



Receipts & Payments Statement
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Asset & Liability Statement

Cash Assets

Usrastncied Basiricied Prine Year

Generd! (Unrestrited) -EE--EE

Cah Aty Tokal 4,148 a3 1,797

Other Monetary Assets
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Unresbricied Resbriched
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Lopns Ogt=tarsing -] i il i
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HWMALC Fapmssks Cowed -] i il i
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Rhar -] i il i
Slgnature

Thase accounts have bean approved by the trustees, and are signed on their behalf by,

Marmie

Signatune



Motes to the Accounts

Accounting Policias

The accounts have baen prepared on a recalpts and payments basis and comprice a staternent that shows the charity's recelpts and
paymenis, a stabement that summarisas the charity’s assets and liab#ties and related notes. The accountancy profession have
detarmined that only accounts prepared in accordance with applicable accounting standards present a “true and fair' view and, as these

receipts and payments accounts have not (and cannat) be prepared In accordance with accounting standards, these accounts do nat
present (and are not intended to present) a 'true and falr view of the charity's financial activities and state of affairs.

Genaral funds are unrestrickad funds which are availabla for wa at the discration of the trustees in furtherance of the genaral chjactives
af the charity. Designated funds comprise unrestricted funds that have been set aside by the trustess ror garticular purpeses. Restricted

funds are donations which are to be used In accordance with specilic restrictions impesed by donars; they include donations recelved
from appeals for specific activities or projects,

Transactions to Related Parties
Mone

Moverent of Funds

Fuired Maim Vi T 250 B e Fusd Transfers Ohesire] Bakirce
Urirestrictid
Ceioa radl Ui nissbrictad |
TOTAL

Unrechricied Tobal
Arshricied Tobal
TOTAL

QOther
MNone



ST MARY'S GREAT SHEFFORD PCC

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
YEAR TO DECEMBER 2025
2025 2024 Change
£ £ £
2024 to 2025
Regular Donations + Gift Aid 9,704 9,479 225
Sum up, collections and boxes. 2,428 1,803 625
Fund raising (Ducks, Lent lunch, Jubilee, harvest sup) 2,931 2,816 115
2025 Synod Rebate; 2024 G.S. Youth Club trans} 308 1,231 (923)
Other Personal donations 1,630 2,000 (370)
Church Fees (Weddings, baptisms, memorials etc) 1,888 4,483 (2,595)
GSPC Donation 1,000 (1,000)
St. Stephens Donation 2,000 0 2,000
Bellringing - Visiting Bands 99 107 ®)
TOTAL RECEIPTS 20,988 22,919 (1,931)
Parish Share 11,763 11,928 (165)
Benefice and clergy 1,500 (1,500)
v
Insurance inc. Net cost of Window 3,402 4,747 (1,345)
Electricity 3,468 2,961 507
v
General repairs, maint & admin. 0 0 0
Stone Technical services 198 198 0
Fire Inspection & Extinguishers 481 89 392
Bells Maintenance 387 0 387
Organ maintenance and Fees 287 273 14
v
The Good Exchange 0 0 0
Miscellaneous 0 50 (50)
Nave Project 0 0 0
St Stephens Project 3,790 0 3,790
TOTAL PAYMENTS 23,776 21,746 2,030
Surplus of Receipts over Payments (2,789) 1,173 (3,962)

| hereby certify that this is a true and accurate record of the accounts provided,
Note that this set of accounts reflects Income and Expenditure on a cash basis only .

Signed : \K\/V\/\/!L =

Mrs V.K.Parkes ACVA

Date : 6L M@&i&é !
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Trustees Report

Objects of the charity
Parochial Charch Coundil for 51 James, Leckhampstead.

Summary of the charity's main activities and achlevements
To further the above objects and vision, the charity's main activities and achievements were as follows:

Te further the above objects and vislon, the charlty\s main activities and achievemnents were as follows: During 2025 we have centinued
to mz__.wq and make full usa of the refyrbished church now that it has a new roof, under-floor haating, kitchan and tailet facilities and,

b all, mpvable pews. A series of fundraisng events have been held to help cover costs of running and maintaining the building,
pamicularly the high costs of heating. These activities have included & regulas _voﬂ_m?_n_ with bve music and foad, concerts, an
afternoon tea, 3 cheese and wine EEHNg evening and the runnng of an annual 100 Club. The events =m¢m%a§._3 VEry successful,
waa&:w large numbers af attendees. raising sufficient funds to allow us to maet all our obligations and ctivaly break-sven ovar the
course af the yvear and, mast importantly, drawing in large numbers of local villagers and helping them ta feel familiar with and
comPortable in their local church. We hested a number of major services this year including the Harvest service, Carols Around the
Christrnas Tree and the Crib Service. We also denated to Loose Ends in Newbury over the Thristrias peniod. Many thanks to everyone
for all contributions, We continue to keep the community updated through our website (www stiamespoc.com) with infarmation an
upraming services, upcoming fundraising events and news,

In planning the activities, the trustees have applied the guidance an public benefit issued by the Charlty Comenission.

Financial Review

The accounts for 2025 are attached, showing reserves of £aor, It has been a challenging year financially as our reserves are low,
caused by lower than usual donations, increased costs and previous focus on restonng the fabric of the church, The PCC indtiated a
pregramme of fundralsing to support our running casts. The Parsh Share was pasd in full and on tee. In planning the activities, the
trustees have applied the guidance on public benefit isswed by the Charity Commissian,

Raserves Policy

Tha charity aims ta hold a minimum of [amaunt] {which & approximataly [number] months of expanditure] as unrestricted cash, so that
the n_.mm_a._ nE_auSB__.___._m tir cperate should Income and J of expanditure vary adversely. At the year and, the charity held unrestrictea
cash of [amount].

Signature
This report was appreved by the trustees, and |s signed an their behalf by:

Mame

Signature

[iate

Independent Examiners Report

.mﬁwmmmm_s trusteas on my examination of the accounts of Leckhampstead Parochial Church Council ('the charity') for the year anded

Respansibiities and Basis of Repart

__ﬁ:_.q.._.rﬁaqniim n_._m_.ﬁmqa_._ a_.mamu_.aumuaaqu._ausuv.n:ga:zunaiq.!unnu_.an_.ﬁua_ﬁ_..,?aan._.lm_._a:?iq:u
Charities Act 2011 ("the 2011 Act),

I report in respect of my examination of the charity's accounts carred out under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in S:J.m aut miy

examination | have followed all the applicable Directivns given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)ib] of the 2011 Act.

Independent Examinar's Statemant

I have carmnpleted my examination. | confirm that na material matmers have come to my attention @ connection with the examination
agiving me cause to believe that in any matenal respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in accardance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; or
2. the accounts do not accord with the accounting recards.

I hava no concarns and have come across no ather matters in connaction with the examination to which attention should ba drawn in
arder ta enable a proper understanding of the accounts te be reached,

Independent Examinar's Datails

Name: Hugo Bailey

Mddress: Elm Cottage
Brightwalton

Hame

Signature

Date



Receipts & Payments Statement

IFfsgSTTIENEE

S Y Y| | A

Trading Actiwithes

Luais Raaraid o 0 q o
CRtar WComE )| [ ] b
Sali of Fiapd fisats of [ [ b
Sali of VeSS 0 0 i b

Tetal recssts

Charitabbe Stz

Actiniis 1,500 [ 1503 B
Addmia =T o 1434 B
Advertising of 0 [ b
Bank Charges n w2 0
Ewvent Costx n LB 0
Gfts: Given n 549 0
Rter Egpendiyre n [ 0
Premizes n u73 0
5ipff Costx n [ 0

Flued fisset Purcheses
Lasns Regad

Money Irraeatad

Tobsl prymenis

Rt Recepis | Payments (selare bransiers)

o
n
n
o

]
M=l Maveme=t of Cash Funds ¥z
Tata! Cash Pands Brought Forward _EE.I_EI_EEI

Tata! Cash Fynds Caried Fomwand 4050

[ Ganaral (Unmtrichad) [ saz| o] ez | 4,850




Asset & Liability Statement

Cash Assets

Usrastncied Basiricied Prine Year

Generd! (Unrestrited) -I:E--EE

Covsh fevts Tokal 4,050

Other Monetary Assets

Uniriitricegd Ristrcted

Unresbricied Resbriched

Fixed Assets

Urniniestoricngd Rishricted
Larad & Buiildings & L] i L]
Misic & PA Equl prmet & L] L} L]
oo s Ll & T & L] L} L]
i i & L] L} ]
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Liabilities

Lopns Ogt=tarsing -] i il i
Parrdon Faymest Cwesd -] i il i
HWMALC Fapmssks Cowed -] i il i
Irsiepengent Expminabon Fes Due -] i il i
Rhar -] i il i
Slgnature

Thase accounts have bean approved by the trustees, and are signed on their behalf by,

Marmie

Signatune



Motes to the Accounts

Accounting Policias

The accounts have baen prepared on a recaipts and payments basis and comprise a staterment that shows the charity's receipts and
payments, a statement that summarises the charity’s assets and liabdities and related notes. The accountancy profession have
detarmined that only accounts prepared in accordance with applicable accounting standards present a “true and fair' view and, as these

receipts and payments accounts have not (and cannat) be prepared In accordance with accounting standards, these accounts do nat
present (and are not intended to present) a 'true and falr view of the charity's financial activities and state of affairs.

Genaral funds are unrestrictad funds which are availabla for wa at the discration of the trustees in furtherance of the genaral chjactives
af the charity. Designated funds comprise unrestricted funds that have been set aside by the trustess for garticular purpeses. Restricted
funds are donations which are to be used In accardance with specific restrictians impoesed by donars; they include donations recelved
from appeals for spacific activities or projects,

Transactians to Related Parties
Mone

Moverent of Funds

Fuired Maim Vi T 250 B e Fusd Transfers Ohesire] Bakirce
Urirestrictid
Ceioa radl Ui nissbrictad |
TOTAL

Unrechricied Tobal

Arshricied Tobal
TOTAL




Welford with Wickham Church Accounts FY 2025
Find attached:

Profit and Loss statement

Comparative P&L 2024/25
Balance Sheet statement
Trial Balance sheet

il o e

Closing balances Dec 31 2024 2025
Wellford Churches Account £1780.24 £3,638.70
5t. Gregory's Account (A/C opened 17 March 2016) | £95421.72 £3,500 |

Motes to the Accounts.
Extraordinary or large items from the accounts are listed below:
Income

1. Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals generated £1,875.5 (Versus £2,469 in 2024)

2. Grants amounted to £3,547 (versus £8,000 for 2024) = mainly for the new heating
3. the Parish Giving Scheme £4,325 (versus £6,702 in 2023)

4, Collections amounted to £ (Versus £3,016 in 2024)

Expenditure

5. Oxford Diocese Parish Share charges amounted to £4,157 (Versus £5,685 in 2024)

This represented 50% of what should have been paid|

West Downland Benefice fees amounted to £1,500 (versus £1,728 for 2024)

Ground Maintenance was: £2,225 (Versus £1,590 for 2024)

Insurance came to £2,694 (Versus £3,080 for 2024)

Utilities came to £1,402 (compared to £1,584 in 2024)

10 Repairs and Maintenance came to £15,813 (compared to £2,890 in 2024) - This due
to the rewiring and new heating of and in St Swithun's

L - -

As can be seen from the PAL, we managed a loss of £7,950 primarily because of
maintenance costs for upgrading the wiring and heating in 5t Swithun’s, but this has been
covered by grants and funds raised, hence our net cash positive balance at year end.

Approved by the PCC on 2026 and signed on its behalf by:

(PCC Chairman)

hAr J IC D Arcy

(PCC Treasurer)



ndent Examiner’s Report to the PCC of Welford with ham
Churches for the Calendar Year 2025

| herewith report on the accounts of the Welferd with Wickham Churches for the calendar
vear 2025,

Basis of independent examiner's report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general direction given by the
Parochial Church Council (PCC). An examination includes a review of the accounting records
kept by the PCC and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also
includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking
explanations from the Treasurer (James D"Arcy) concerning any such matters. The
procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit,
and consequently | do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention which gives me
reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the accounts represent anything
other than a true and fair record of all financial transactions during 2025.

DateSLMMEL‘pD 21:'

Mir Julian Cazalet FCA



Wickham & Waelford PCC
Profit And Loss Account
For the year ended 31 Dacembar 2025

Income Baptisms | Weddings /
Collactions
Danations
Granls
Invesiment Income
Mewbury Deanery
Cither
Regular Donaticns
Tax Rebate for donation

Expanses Banafics
Deanary
Diocesa
Grounds Maintanance
Insurance
Office Supplas
Oiher professional fees
Repair and Maintenanc
Sundry
UHilities

Mat (loss)/proft

1.875.50
2,846 40
8,110.00
3,547.50
233.24
150,00
838,00
432802

15,925 86
{1.500.00)
186.00
{4,157 25)
(2,225.00)
(2,683.72)

(200,00)
(15,813.31)
(70.00)

{1,402.64)

(27.875.82)
(7.950.08)

(7.850.

248900
36
3.397.00
8,000.00
227.78
150.00
20.00
B.069.87
181.81

{1,728.00)

{5,685.00)
{1,560.00)
{3.080.12)
(50.00)
{175.00)
(2,890.48)
(75.40)
{1,564.21)

2024

24,431 57

(18,858.22)
7.573.35
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Evensong

Followed by

7pm Bring and share 10:30 am All Age

meal, The Last Supper Easte Celebration
and The Watch
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4pm, Sunday 2" November 2025

WEST
. DOWNLAND

Benefice

Give monthly,
quarterly or annually
by Direct Debit

Make a single
one-off gift

securely

Increase your gift
annually in line
with inflation

Opt in to Gift Aid to
increase your gift by
25% (if applicable)

i SUPPORT |
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LEASE CONSIDER G

scan this QR code to access our

dicated PGS landing page and set up
ur one-off gift or regular giving online.
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www.parishgiving.org.uk

West Downland Benefice e: office@westdownland.co.uk

West Downland Rectory t: 07954 117093 Follow us for more info
Main Street f @ @
Chaddleworth Charity Number: 1216585

@westdownland
RG20 7EW



